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ABSTRACT 

IS, 1991, in Twin Falls, Idaho, to obtain information and views on public 
education in Idaho; its impact on minorities; and, specifically, the high 
dropout rate of Hispanics, its causes, and possible solutions. Chapter 1 
gives the background of a 1979 lawsuit filed by the Idaho Migrant Council 
against the Idaho State Board of Education. The lawsuit was settled in 1983 
when the defendant agreed to implement plans to meet the needs of students 
with limited English proficiency. However, the state advisory Committee to 
the U. S . Commission on Civil Rights continued to receive complaints alleging 
a lack* of such educational programs. that His.p%ics^arf 4 the 

largest non-White group in Idaho. Chapter 2 consists of summaries' of forum 
presentations by the state superintendent of instruction, local 
superintendents, principals, teachers, university staff, corporate education 
and training experts, the director of education for the state correctional 
institution, and private citizens. The participants addressed the issues of 
language and cultural differences affecting Hispanics; the urgent need for 
bilingual, bicultural staff at all levels of education; and the need for a 
smarter well-educated work force for industry in Idaho. Chapter 3 includes a 
summary of 24 recommendations proposed by persons appearing before the Idaho 
Advisory Committee. Appendix A consists of the consent decree and settlement 
agreement in the aforementioned lawsuit. (TD) 
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The United States Commission on CivO Rights 

The United States Commission on Civil Rights, first created by the Civil Rights Act of 
1 957, and reestablished by the United States Commission on Civil Rights Act of 1983, is 
an independent, bipartisan agency of the Federal Government. By the terms of the 1983 
act, the Commission is charged with the following duties pertaining to discrimination or 
denials of the equal protection of the laws based on race, color, religion, sex, age, 
handicap, or national origin, or in the administration of justice: investigation of individual 
discriminatory denials of the right to vote; study of legal developments with respect to 
discrimination or denials of the equal protection of the law; appraisal of the laws and 
policies of the United States with respect to discrimination or denials of equal protection 
of the law; maintenance of a national clearinghouse for information respecting discrimina- 
tion or denials of equal protection of the law; and investigation of patterns or practices of 
fraud or discrimination in the conduct of Federal elections. The Commission is also 
required to submit reports to the President and the Congress at such times as the 
Commission, the Congress, or the President shall deem desirable. 



The State Advisory Committees 

An Advisory Committee to the United States Commission on Civil Rights has been 
established in each of the 50 States and the District of Columbia pursuant to section 105(c) 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1957 and section 6(c) of the United States Commission on Civil 
Rights Act of 1983. The Advisory Committees are made up of responsible persons who 
serve without compensation. Their functions under their mandate from the Commission 
are to: advise the Commission of all relevant information concerning their respective 
States on matters within the jurisdiction of the Commission; advise the Commission on 
matters of mutual concern in the preparation of reports of the Commission to the 
President and the Congress; receive reports, suggestions, and recommendations from 
individuals, public and private organizations, and public officials upon matters pertinent 
to inquiries conducted by the State Advisory Committee; initiate and forward advice and 
recommendations to the Commission upon matters in which the Commission shall request 
the assistance of the State Advisory Committee; and attend, as observeers, any open 
hearing or conference that the Commission may hold within the State. 
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Attached is a summary report of the Idaho Advisory Committee based on a community 
forum convened by the Committee on May 15, 1991, in Twin Falls. The purpose of the 
forum was to obtain information and views related to public education in Idaho, its impact 
on minorities and, specifically, the high dropout rate of Hispanics, its causes and possible 
solutions. At this forum, the Advisory Committee heard from the State superintendent of 
instruction, local superintendents, school principals, classroom teachers, university staff, 
industry education and training experts, and the director of education for the State 
correctional institution. 

The participants addressed the issue of language and cultural differences of Hispanics 
and the urgent need for bilingual, bicultural staff at all levels of the education process, and 
those from the private sector spoke of the need for a smarter well-educated work force to 
meet the needs of industry in Idaho. 

The Advisory Committee voted unanimously (8-0, 3 vacancies) to submit this summary 
report to the Commissioners and indicated that it is its intention to continue monitoring 
the educational system in Idaho. 



Respectfully, 




Gladys M. Esquibel, Chairperson 
Idaho Advisory Committee 
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